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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Jonathan Bollen j.bollen@unsw.edu.au Mondays,

11am-1pm; other
times email for
appointment

Webster 246D +61 2 9385
0719

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Do you want to see performance live on stage? Do you want to find out how it’s made? Maybe you’ve
been moved by an actor’s performance, amazed by the beauty of an image or caught a glimpse of
something beyond words. In this course you will explore how artists create meaningful experiences in
performance. Staging scripts, designing scenes, devising actions – you’ll learn about the process of
making theatre and how to put your own ideas into practice. This is a foundational course in performance
and production. It opens up opportunities for acting, directing and design, backstage production, script
writing and reviewing the arts.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Describe and interpret a theatre event in terms of its multiple signifying elements and their
complex interactions using semiotic terms and concepts

2. Analyse relationships between (a) theatre events, texts, practices and theories, and (b) their
social and historical contexts

3. Discuss, compare and contrast the aims and approaches to performance making and audience
reception of key practitioners and theorists in twentieth-century Western theatre and
contemporary performance

4. Plan, make and present a performance based on collaborative research
5. Operate effectively in the university environment as a self-motivated student of theatre and

performance 

Teaching Strategies 

ARTS1120 is a core Level 1 Theatre and Performance Studies (TPS) course that aims to familiarize
students with threshold concepts and useful analytical terms. It provides the building blocks for the
majority of the courses in the TPS Major, introducing fundamental knowledge and skills in: performance
analysis; historical essay writing on performance practitioners and play scripts in context; and group-
devised rehearsal and public performance practice.

ARTS1120 is structured as a combination of a weekly lecture and a weekly tutorial where discussion,
practice-based and student-led learning processes take place. The lectures are  relatively teacher-led
and introduce concepts explored in practical tutorials. The tutorials foster skills in self-directed and group-
based learning through a series of student-led rehearsals, culminating in a performance presentation
event.

Teacher-led learning and facilitation: The course convenor, together with invited guest lecturers and
tutors, will offer teacher-led learning throughout the course. Lectures and tutorials will develop your
familiarity with the subject and provide a foundation for further study. Teaching staff will also facilitate
group presentations by students.

Group-based Self-Directed Learning (SDL): In preparation for the Group Practical Project students will
be involved in managing group-learning and problem-solving both in and out of the weekly course time
slot. There is no required reading set for these last four weeks. Instead, preparatory work will consist of
individual research, group meetings and/or group rehearsals.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Performance Analysis 20% 17/03/2020 11:59 PM 1,2,5

Essay 40% 07/04/2020 11:59 PM 2,3,5

Practical Project 30% 27/04/2020 02:00 PM 4,5

Individual Contribution to
Practical Project 

10% 27/04/2020 03:30 PM 4,5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Performance Analysis

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1,000 words

Details: Write a 1,000-word analysis of one recent theatre event (from the list of theatre events provided
in class). Rubric indicating level of performance against each assessment criteria, written formative
feedback, and percentage grade.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity〰⁒䜠〠朊焠ㄹ㐀



Assessment 4: Individual Contribution to Practical Project

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Following the presentation of the Practical Project, you will complete a Self-Evaluation and Peer
Review form. This will inform the assessment of your contribution to both the process and product of the
Practical Project, taking into consideration your level of attendance, quality of participation, contribution
to group tasks and final presentation, and fulfilment of group role. This is the final assessment
task.Rubric indicating level of performance against each assessment criteria, written summative
feedback, and percentage grade.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Week 8: 6 April - 10 April Lecture Practical Project – Rehearsals. Review research.
Begin rehearsing in your allocated venue.

Tutorial Practical Project – continue rehearsing. Present an
action list and design concept to your Tutor & Mark
Mitchell.

Assessment Essay due, Tuesday, 7 April 2020
Week 9: 13 April - 17
April

Lecture Public holiday. No lecture.
Tutorial Practical Project – continue rehearsing. Stage a

provisional walk-through of the performance (its
sequences, arrangements and effects). Present
your blocking/choreography to your Tutor and Mark
Mitchell.

Week 10: 20 April - 24
April

Lecture Practical Project – continue rehearsing.
Tutorial Practical Project – full rehearsal of complete

performance – present your sound/lighting/tech
plan to your Tutor and Mark Mitchell.

Week 11: 27 April - 28
April

Lecture Practical Project – Tech/dress Rehearsal (30
minutes between 9am-1pm, to be advised) and
Performance (lecture slot, 2pm-3:30pm + bump-out
30 minutes).

Tutorial No tutorials
Assessment Practical Project and Individual Contribution due,

Monday 27 April 2020
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Expected resources for the course are available from UNSW Library via Moodle. 

Students are expected to attend two performances, one on campus, one off-campus, as part of the
course. Details about performances are provided on Moodle.



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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