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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
James Wiggins james.wiggins@unsw.edu.au Phone or video call

by appointment
Room 312,
level 3 Robert
Webster
Building

(02) 9385
4856

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

The course focuses on the creative aspects of advertising and current trends in advertising.

You will learn how the advertising process works focusing, in particular, on the following aspects:

- Identification of communication challenges and opportunities: responding to a client brief;
- Creative strategies and practices for generating ideas, concept design, story-telling, emotional appeals
and pitching for campaigns;
- Campaign evaluation methods.

The requirements for and impact of advertising across multiple platforms and associated requirements
for digital interactivity, collaboration and co-production will be emphasized.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Apply creative strategies across a broad range of advertising media
2. Develop a critical understanding of advertising objectives
3. Critique and revise your work
4. Work effectively with feedback and present your ideas with confidence

Teaching Strategies 

Students will be required to attend a two hour seminar each week. Seminars are designed to introduce
all students in a consistent way to the relevant theories, practices and tools. They rely heavily on
examples of contemporary advertising to practically demonstrate the theories in practice in real
advertising situations.

The seminar format is adopted to better simulate the agency experience, with time spent briefing
students on weekly assignments and assessing the effectiveness of their creative responses. The
smaller groups give time for feedback and reflection on relevant principles and theory. Student
participation will be required throughout seminars.

Creative skills are best developed through their constant application. Therefore, weekly briefs are
designed to provide students with an opportunity to discover and develop their own creative problem-
solving styles and skills.

Students are also encouraged to actively collect as many pieces of advertising communication as they
can from a diverse range of sources, to keep abreast of contemporary campaigns and advertising issues
and enhance their practical use of the theories, processes and tools covered in the course.
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You cannot pass this course without attending 80% of the online seminars.



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Barry, P. (2016). The Advertising Concept Book, 3rd Edition, London, Thames & Hudson.

Recommended Resources

Aitchison, J. (2004). Cutting Edge Advertising, 2nd Edition. Singapore: Pearson Hall.
Altstiel, Tom & Grow, Jean, (2010). Advertising Creative: Strategy, Copy, and Design, 3rd edition, Los
Angeles: Sage Publications.
Hegarty, J. (2011). Hegarty on Advertising. London: Thames and Hudson.
Roman, K. & Maas, J. (2003). How to Advertise: What works, what doesn¹t - and why, 3rd Edition.
London: Hogan
Sullivan, L. (2008). Hey, Whipple, Squeeze This: A Guide to Creating Great Advertising, 3rd Edition.
Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Course Evaluation and Development

Informal feedback about the course is welcomed and encouraged throughout the Ter 〮ひces 



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:
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