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Jane Austen in Context
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Elizabeth McMahon e.mcmahon@unsw.edu.au By appointment Robert

Webster
building, office
223

(02) 9385
1164

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Jane Austen currently enjoys a cultural popularity rivaling that of Shakespeare. This course aims to take
account of the abiding relevance of Austen's work in the early 21st century in two distinct but related
ways. On the one hand, it focuses on Austen's juvenilia and novels as social and cultural products of
their time. It examines how her works interact self-consciously with contemporary romantic, gothic and
sentimental fiction as well as 'converse' with each other to form a dynamic and intellectually challenging
body of work. On a more theoretical level, it explores the various components of Austen's literary style
that allow her to speak to present-day readers: her use of irony, her ability to illuminate the subtle
transformation of character over time, and her unique intermingling of romance and realism. Through
these two lenses, the module demonstrates the continuing relevance of Austen's literary and moral
worldview.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Speak and write critically about Jane Austen within her cultural, historical and intellectual context
2. Identify and analyse the key features of Austen’s literary style
3. Articulate reasons for Austen’s continuing relevance and popularity in the early 21st century

Teaching Strategies 

Please refer to the information in Moodle
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Not available

Recommended Resources

Not available



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;

http://www.tcpdf.org
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