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1. LOCATION 
 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
School of Education 
EDST 2032 Critical Thinking and Education (6 units of credit) 
Summer 2019 
 
 
2. STAFF CONTACT DETAILS  
 
Course Coordinator:  Dr Greg Leaney 
Office Location:  John Goodsell 130 
Email:   g.leaney@unsw.edu.au 
Phone:    
Availability:  By appointment 
  
 

3. COURSE DETAILS 
 

Course  Name Critical Thinking and Education  
Credit Points  6 units of credit (uoc)  
Workload  Includes 150 hours including class contact hours, readings, class 

preparation, assessment, follow up activities, etc.  
Schedule  
 
 
Lecture 
 
Tutorial/s 

 
NO FACE-TO-FACE CLASSES ON WEDNESDAYS 
 
10am – 12pm; Mon,  Tue, Thu (CLB6 ), Fri  (CLB2) 
 
1pm: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  
2pm: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  

 

 
Summary of Course 
This course critically examines the social, philosophical, epistemological and ethical aspects of a 
number of important issues in education, such as: determining goals of education; learning as 
knowledge and understanding; the role of educators in society; and social justice considerations. 
 
The main ways in which the course has changed since last time as a result of student 
feedback are:    
Sequencing of some classroom content; structure of some tutorial exercises. 
 
 
Aims of the Course 
Through critical reflection and evaluation this course aims to develop your knowledge and 
understanding of: 

• Differing goals and approaches towards education; 
• Student characteristics and how students learn; 
• Ethical principles and their relevance for education and teaching. 

 
Important Information 
Assessment:  Students must pass ALL assignments in order to pass the course. Only by passing all 
assignments can the Graduate Attributes be achieved. 
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o structured occasions for reflection on learning to allow students to reflect critically on issues 
discussed; 

o opportunities for whole group and small group dialogue and discussion, allowing students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their capacity to communicate; 

o online learning from readings and web links on the EDST2032 Moodle website. 
These activities will occur in a classroom climate that is supportive and inclusive of all learners. 
 

6. COURSE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 
 

Week 
Day 

Lecture Topic  Tutorial Topic  

Week 1 What is education and schooling?  - 
Day 1 

 
Introduction & administration 

Purposes of education 
Purposes of education 

Day 2 
 

Goals of Australian education Goals of Australian education 

Day 3 
 

Different conceptions of education What is education for? 

Day 4 
 

The profession of teaching Professional obligations & rights 

Week 2 
What can, and should, be taught and 

learned?  
- 

Day 5 
 

Conceptions of knowledge 
Empiricism, rationalism, social 

constructivism 
Day 6 

 
Conceptions of meaning Scepticism, empiricism, constructivism 

Day 7 
 

Meaning & curriculum Constructivism, constructionism 

Day 8 
 

Approaches to learning 
Individual & social learning approaches, 

critical thinking 
Week 3 What are schools for politically?  - 
Day 9 
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST2032 CRITICAL THINKING AND EDUCATION 
Student Name:                Student No.: 
Assessment Task: Article Analysis 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA (-)                                    (+) 
Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts involved:  

• understanding of the task and its relationship to relevant areas of theory, research 
and practice 

• clarity and accuracy in use of key terms and concepts. 

     

Depth of analysis and/or critique in response to the task:  
• depth of analysis of relevant key concepts and principles 
• clarity and depth of evaluation of the selected reading 
• demonstration of knowledge and understanding of physical, social and intellectual 

development and characteristics of students and how these may affect learning 
(Grad. Standard 1.1). 

     

Familiarity 
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Assessment 2 – Reflective Portfolio  
 
Length: 2950 words approx. This is a guiding suggestion – it is not a strict upper word limit (as I do 
not require nor want you to artificially limit your notes). You might need to rework or ‘clean up’ your 
daily reactions for the final Reflective Portfolio submission, so that they are sufficiently clear and 
comprehensive. 
Due: 5pm on Tuesday 29th January 2019 (i.e. Tu esday after  Week 3). 
Weight:  45%. 
Purpose: To assess your understanding of the entire course’s material, and how that understanding 
has developed over the course. 
 
Method: Record your thoughts on the course’s readings and class material for each day: 
 
(a) Readings : The first part of this record should be your brief reaction to each of the required 
readings in the Course Outline placed on the course’s Moodle website: 250 words for each of 7 of 
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST2032 CRITICAL THINKING AND EDUCATION 
Student Name:                Student No.: 
Assessment Task: Reflective Portfolio 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA (-)                                    (+) 
Understanding of the question or  issue and the key concepts involved:  

• understanding of the set readings and their relationship to relevant areas of theory, 
research and practice 

• understanding of the lecture and tutorial material and their relationship to relevant 
areas of theory, research and practice 

• clarity and accuracy in use of key terms and concepts 
• understanding of the key principles described in codes of ethics and conduct for the 
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST2032 CRITICAL THINKING AND EDUCATION 
Student Name:                Student No.: 
Assessment Task: Essay 
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TIPS FOR ASSESSMENT PIECES 

 
The assessments pieces will be assessed on your demonstrated understanding of the material, and 
on the quality of your argument. Arguments may, and usually are, contestable. However, some 
arguments are good ones, and others are poor. You should endeavour to make sure that yours are 
good, and good arguments are clear, coherent and comprehensive. 
 
A good argument (amongst other things) takes account of objections that have been made or might 
reasonably be made – 
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8. RESOURCES 
 
Required Readings 
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Hodgson, N. (2010). What Does It Mean to Be an Educated Person? Journal of Philosophy of 
Education, 44(1), 109-123. 

Hurley, P. (2005). A Concise Introduction to Logic. 9th Edition. Boston: Cengage Learning. 
Jones, P.N. (2010). Toleration and Recognition: What should we teach? Educational Philosophy and 

Theory. 42(1), 38-56. 
Katz, M. S. (2010). R. S. Peters' Normative Conception of Education and Educational Aims. Journal of 

Philosophy of Education, 43(S1), 97-108. 
Lang, J. C. (2011). Epistemologies of Situated Knowledges: “Troubling” Knowledge in Philosophy of 

Education. Educational Theory, 61(1), 75-96. 
Loughran, J. (2012). What Expert Teachers Do: Enhancing Professional Knowledge for Classroom 

Practice. London: Routledge. 
Mane, G. (2004). In apprehension how like a god!’ Philosophy and Education. In N. Smith (ed.), 

Education and the Ideal. Epping: New Frontier Publishing, pp. 219-247. 
Matthews, M.R. (1995). Constructivism: The Good and the Bad. Challenging New Zealand Science 

Education. Palmeston North: Dunmore Press, pp. 92-109. 
Mendus, S. (1995). Tolerance and Recognition: education in a multicultural society. Journal of 

Philosophy of Education, 29(2), 191-201. 
Meyer, D.L. (2009). The Poverty of Constructivism. Educational Philosophy and Theory, 41(3), 332-

341. 
Mulnix, J.W. (2012). Thinking Critically about Critical Thinking. Educational Philosophy and Theory. 

44(5), 464-479. 
Oancea, A. and Bridges, D. (2009). Philosophy of education in the UK: the historical and 

contemporary tradition. Oxford Review of Education, 35(5), 553-568. 
Phillips, D. C. (2010). What is Philosophy of Education? In R. Bailey, Barrow, R., Carr, D., McCarthy, 

C. (eds). The SAGE Handbook of Philo.n01 Tw [(()-6.3of E itiy .  
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