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3.5 .1 
Demonstrate a range of verbal and non-verbal communication strategies to support 

student engagement. 
 

3.6.1 



  

4. RATIONALE FOR THE INCLUSION OF CONTENT AND TEACHING APPROACH 

 

Lectures, tutorials and assignments will cover a variety of approaches to teaching and learning in the 

Biology classroom.  Emphasis will be placed on the relationship between the nature and practice of 

Biology, the role and value of Biology in society and models of pedagogy for teaching and assessing 

in Biology



  

6. COURSE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Module 
 

Lecture Tutorial 

1 

19 Feb 

¶ Introduction to course structure and 
requirements 

¶ Developing contexts: (1) the value 
of Biology; (2) making Biology 
relevant in the broader school 
curriculum; and (3) incorporating 
the nature of scientific thinking, 
problem-solving techniques, 
planning, conducting and 
communicating results of 
investigations  

¶ How Stage 6 students learn Biology 
 

¶ Place of Biology across the continuum of 
learning in Science K-12 

¶ Addressing stereotypes in relation to studying 
Biology 

¶ Research on how students learn Biology 



  



  

https://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au/biology-stage6/
http://www.ttf.edu.au/psts-talk.html
http://edublogs.org/
http://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au/science/
http://www.stansw.asn.au/


  

8. ASSESSMENT 

 

Assessment 

Task 
Length Weight 

Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessed 

AITSL Standards 

National 

Priority Area 

Elaborations 

Due Date 

 

Assessment 

Task 1 

Lesson Plan 
2000 

words 

equiv. 

40% 1-5  

1.1.1, 1.2.1, 1.3.1, 

2.1.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 

2.5.1, 2.6.1, 3.1.1, 

3.3.1, 3.4.1, 3.5.1, 

4.1.1, 4.2.1 

A.4, 7 
C. 1, 3, 4, 5 
D1.3, 3, 4, 5, 
8, 9, 10 
F..4 

Week 6 

27th March 

Assessment 

Task 2 

Unit of Work 
3500 

words 

equiv. 

60% 1, 4-7 

1.2.1, 1.3.1, 1,5,1, 

2.1.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 

2.6.1, 3.1.1, 3.2.1, 

3.3.1, 3.4.1, 3.5.1, 

3.3

, 3.4

https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/




  

Assessment Task 2 - 



  

HURDLE REQUIREMENT 

ASSESSMENT TASK 3 - MICROTEACHING 

 

Microteaching is the planning, presentation and evaluation of a lesson over a shortened period of time   (a 

10-minute mini-lesson).  It is a critical aspect of method as it provides students with the opportunity to 

demonstrate key competencies that must be achieved before student teachers are permitted to undertake 

Professional Experience 1, at the same time observing other student teachers and engaging in peer review. 

It is recommended that students read widely on effective classroom strategies and practise aspects of their 

mini-lesson with a small group of peers prior to assessment.  

 

The assessment process will consist of the following two components: 

 

1. A detailed lesson plan using the prescribed SED template, including a statement of 

expected learning outcomes  

2. A 10-minute mini-lesson. 

 

Initial Lesson Plan:  You are to prepare a lesson plan from Stage 6, for a 10 minute lesson that 

includes a practical demonstration by the teacher, using readily available materials. You must use 

the SED 



  

UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION  
FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST6926 BIOLOGY METHOD 1 

 
Student Name:         Student No: 
              
Assessment Task 1 – Lesson Plan, Stage 6 

 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA (-)                                (+) 
Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts involved 
Rationale for lesson plan addresses the questions:  

¶ What do I want the students to learn?  

¶ Why is it important?  

¶ What strategies will I use?  

¶ What assessment for learning strategies will I use to monitor progress? 

¶ Rationale supported using references indicating your professional reading 

     

Depth of analysis and/or critique in response to the task 

¶ appropriate topic choice for the year group 

¶ appropriate choice of outcomes and lesson content 

¶ appropriate choice of context 

¶ demonstrates knowledge of effective teaching and learning strategies  

¶ appropriate selection of student activities 

¶ depth of knowledge of the NSW syllabus documents and other relevant 
curriculum documents 

¶ links between syllabus outcomes and the chosen activities evident 

     

Familiarity with and relevance of professional and/or research literature used 
to support response 

¶ reference specifically to material, research and ideas presented in Biology 
method lectures 
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