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1. LOCATION

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

School of Education

EDST 5452 Contemporary Issues in Language Education (6 units of credit)
Term 1, 2019

2. STAFF CONTACT DETAILS

EDST5452 Contemporary Issues in Language Education, UNSW 2019


http://classutil.unsw.edu.au/EDST_T1.html

Please note the following attendance expectations, requirements, and consequences:

= A minimum attendance requirement of 80% of all scheduled classes (i.1. lectures, tutorials,
workshops, seminars) for the subject in which you are enrolled is required by UNSW

= Attendance in person is the only option for tutorials, seminars, and workshops.

= Where attendance is recorded for a scheduled class (i.e. lectures, tutorials, workshops, seminars)
either by electronic means or via an attendance register it is the responsibility of the student to
make sure they successfully record their attendance by providing all the details required.

It is the responsibility of the student to catch up on any learning missed due to absences.

The School of Education upholds the UNSW attendance policy and is in accordance with the Arts and
Social Sciences guidelines and expectations. UNSW policy on Attendance and Absence that can be
found at: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/Protocols-
Guidelines/#attendancequidelines

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Outcome Assessment/s
1 Articulate how research can inform teaching practice and consider the
implications for language education in various learning contexts.
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RATIONALE FOR THE INCLUSION OF CONTENT AND TEACHING APPROACH

Language teaching came into its own as a profession in the 20th century, and is currently
experiencing an exponential rise globally. Its foundation has been characterized by frequent
change and innovation and the development of sometimes competing ideas, including those
related to the learner, the teacher, the pedagogy and the context. The importance of
understanding these is critical for effective classroom practice in the context of language
education. The course will provide students with information on the most recent developments in
research related to learnerst and teachersi contributions to language learning, as well as explore
the impact and suitability of various language teaching approaches. The course will also examine
the local and global language teaching contexts, particularly in terms of the changing nature and
status of English language, and the native/non-native speaker dichotomy.

TEACHING STRATEGIES
Teaching strategies include face-to-face sessions with opportunities to collaborate with peers in
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6. COURSE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE

| Week | Lecture Topic Suggested Readings

1
(21/02/2
019)
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Wilson, J & Gonzalez Davies, M. (2016, online first) Tackling the plurilingual
student/monolingual classroom phenomenon. TESOL Quarterly.

Willans, F. (2013). The engineering of Plurilingualism following a blueprint for multilingualism:
The case of Vanuatuis education language policy. TESOL Quarterly 47/3: 546-566.

Otsuji, E.& Pennycook, A. (2010) Metrolingualism: Fixity, fluidity and language in flux.
International Journal of Multilingualism, 7:3, 240-254

Lin, A. (2013). Toward paradigmatic change in TESOL methodologies: Building

plurilingual pedagogies from the ground up. TESOL Quarterly 47/3: 521-545.

EDST5452 Contemporary Issues in Language Education, UNSW 2019 7



7. ASSESSMENT

Student Program
. Learning Learning
Assessment Task Length Weight Outcomes Outcomes Due Date
Assessed Assessed
Critical reflections h
on selected 2000 words | 40% 1,2,3.4 123456 March 28™,
. 2019, 5pm
readings
Discussion Essay 4000 words 60% 1,2,3,4 1,2,3,4,5,6 May 8",
2019, 5pm

Students are required to follow their lectureris instructions when submitting their work for assessment.
All assessment will be submitted online via Moodle by 5pm. Student no longer need to use a cover

sheet.
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Assignment 1: Critical reflections on selected readings.
(Weighting 40%; word limit: 2000 references inclusive)
This task requires you to select two related readings from your weekly reading list (the core readings
rather than the additional readings). Answer critically the following questions for each of your chosen
articles (use these as headings in your writing):

1. How does the writer position him/herself in relation to theory and practice? What is his/her

position on the subject?

2. Explain how the text has broadened your thinking in the area.

3. Quote and comment on what you regard as the most important section/quote from the
reading and explain why it was significant to you in your teaching context and/or in your
professional practice.

4. Conclude with 2-3 questions you may still have in relation to the topic (but do not answer
them).

This assessment task needs to be posted on Moodle by 5:00pm on the due date.

Assignment 2: Discussion Essay.

(Weighting 60%; word count: 4000 references inclusive )

In Hollidayis (2005) article iHow is it possible to write?), the author discusses how his own personal
narrative, experiences, and positioning affect his understanding of the language teaching issues on
which he writes and researches. For assignment two, you are asked to engage in a similarly reflexive
process, integrating the reading and thinking you have done on this course into a discussion on your
own teaching and your position-taking on the issues.

Choose TWO issues covered in the course (e.g. non-native speaker teachers and the teaching of
culture, or teacher education and textbooks, or methodology and socio-cultural context T these are
just examples T you can integrate any two issues from the course). The issues should be linked.

Please do not recycle material from Assignment 1. If you critiqued articles on Topic X in

Assignment 1, please choose Topic Y & Z in assignment 2.

Discuss and synthesise the two issues with reference to the following guidance questions (these

can be used as headings in your text, or you can structure your text in any other way you choose):
1. Briefly explain your understanding of the two issues and explain how they are connected.

2. How does each issue relate to your teaching context (or one with which you are familiar)?
What contribution do scholars writing on the issue make to language education in the
context?

3. What is your position on the two issues? How do your own personal narrative and
teaching/learning experiences affect your views on each issue?

4. How have your views or awareness changed as a result of learning about these issues? How
will this impact your professional practice?

This assessment task needs to be posted on Moodle by 5:00pm on the due date.

EDST5452 Contemporary Issues in Language Education, UNSW 2019 9






UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
FEEDBACK SHEET T ASSIGNMENT 2
EDST5452 Contemporary Issues in Language Education

Student Name: Student No.:
Assessment Task: Discussion Essay

SPECIFIC CRITERIA

@)

> (+)

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts involved

Depth of analysis and/or critique in response to the task

Familiarity with and relevance of professional and/or research literature used
to support response

Structure and organisation of response

Presentation of response according to appropriate academic and linguistic
conventions

GENERAL COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEXT TIME

Lecturer Andy Gao Date:

Recommended: 120 (FL PS CR DN HD) Weighting:

NB: The ticks in the various boxes are designed to provide feedback to students; they are not given
equal weight in determining the recommended grade. Depending on the nature of the assessment
task, lecturers may also contextualize and/or amend these specific criteria. The recommended grade
is tentative only, subject to standardisation processes and approval by the School of
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are required to follow their lectureris instructions when submitting their work for assessment.
All assessment will be submitted online via Moodle by 5pm. Student no longer need to use a cover
sheet. Students are also required to keep all drafts, original data and other evidence of the
authenticity of the work for at least one year after examination. If an assessment is mislaid the student
is responsible for providing a further copy. Please see the Student Policies and Procedures for
information regarding submission, extensions, special consideration, late penalties and hurdle
requirements etc.

Feedback

Assessment Task Feedback Mechanism Feedback Date

1
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