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Ethnographic Research Methodology
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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Kalervo Gulson k.gulson@unsw.edu.au Goodsell Rm

107

School Contact Information

School of Education
Arts and Social Sciences
Level 1, John Goodsell Building (F20)

T: +61 (2) 9385 1977
E: education@unsw.edu.au
W: education.arts.unsw.edu.au

Attendance Requirements

Additional School of Education attendance requirements

It is expected that any student enrolled in an EDST course with the School of Education will make a
commitment to their learning and attend all classes in full where content is delivered in a face-to-face
mode except in certain circumstances where absence is due to illness, misadveli�攀 琀漀 椀氀氀渀攀猀猀Ⰰ 洀椀猀愀搀瘀攠ch則‰⁲湡崠告⁅吠渀攀 攀砀橣ept in certain ci′⁊‰⁪⁛崠〮〰〰〰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰⁧䜠〷㙶⼮㠰〰〲〰⁷⁣ept in certabrys d�愀椀渀 捍pected�䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‵㈀爀猀攀 眀椀琀栀 琀栀攀 匀挀栀漀漀氀 漀昀 䔀搀甀挀愀琀椀漀渀 眀椀氀氀 洀愀欀攀 愀ੱ

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Workload

150 hours including class contact hours, readings, class preparation, assessment, follow up activities,
etc.

Summary of the Course

This course provides students with an overview of the philosophical, practical, and ethical issues – that is
issues of methodology and methods - involved in designing and conducting ethnographic research in
education. The course will also focus on data collection and analysis, examining issues involved in each
of the overarching strategies of observations, interview and multi-modal approaches. Throughout the
course, questions concerning the nature of knowledge, truth, and language, as well as issues of power,
responsibility and ethics will be foregrounded.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Demonstrate the ability to describe, explain and discuss key debates and issues in contemporary
ethnography

2. Demonstrate the ability to identify, examine and explain the relationships between research
questions, theory and methodology

3. Demonstrate the ability to describe, discuss and analyse the relationship of ethnography to
epistemology and the positionality of the researcher

4. Demonstrate the ability to undertake analysis and representation of basic ethnographic research

Teaching Strategies 

In order to develop both a theoretical and a practical understanding of issues in contemporary qualitative
research - specifically ethnography - the course will involve selected readings, teacher input, peer
discussions, structured research activities and individual reflection, to provide students with opportunities
to engage deeply, dialogically, and reflexively with ideas about ethnographic processes and practices.
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Australian Professional Graduate Teaching Standards

Standard Description

5.4.3 Work with colleagues to use data from internal and external student assessments for
evaluating learning and teaching, identifying interventions and modifying teaching
practice.
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Assessment

Word length for assignment to be discussed further in class.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight





UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION RUBRIC/FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST5032
Assessment Task: Analysis of ethnographic data

Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Understand of the question or issue and the key concepts
involved

Depth of anaysis and/or critque in response to the task

Familiarity with and relevnce of professional and/or research
literature used to support response

Structure and organization of response

Presentation of response according to appropriate academic and
linguistic conventions

General comments/recommendations for next time: 

Lecturer
Recommended:    /20 (FL PS CR DN HD) weighting : 20%
  NB: this ticks in the various boxes and designed to provide feedback to students; they are not given
equal weight in determining the recommended grade. Depending on the nature of the assessment task,
lecturers may also contextualize and/or amend these specific criteria.  The recommended grade is
tentative only, submject to standardisation processes and approval by the School of Education
Learning and Teaching Committee.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW.
(http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise)
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Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 10: 1 October - 7
October

Intensive Tuesday October 2nd - Friday October 5th

Seminar: 10am - 4.30pm each day
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Not available

Recommended Resources

Not available

Course Evaluation and Development

Image Credit

Synergies in Sound 2016 

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G
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