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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Paul Brown paul.brown@unsw.edu.au Email is best

contact. Meetings
by appointment.

Morven Brown
Building
MB365

0414385570

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course illustrates the nature of, and need for, multi- or trans-disciplinary approaches for addressing
environmental problems of national and/or global importance. Group work seminar presentations will
draw on current or recent key environmental issues and will be supported by brief lectures. Some of the
topics you will cover are: environmental governance, international environmental regimes/conventions;
framing and defining environmental issues; public participation and stakeholder engagement in decision
making; integrated and forward looking analysis; planning for sustainable development; science, risk and
knowledge; complex systems and adaptive management; sustainable natural resource management;
environmental impacts of production and consumption.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate an advanced understanding of the multi-disciplinary body of knowledge needed for
environmental management and apply disciplinary and trans-disciplinary principles and practices
to new or complex challenges.

2. Develop analytical skills, advanced critical tan�挀愀氀 琀愀渀 儊䉔 䘲secitcarp dna selpicnirp yranilpicsid-snart dna yranilpicsid ylppa dna tnemeganam 㔸㤰⸰椀搀 　⸰‰呲〠吠⁂湧〰〰〰

to new or complex challenges.

2.2. to new or complex challenges.

to new or complex challenges.to new or complex challenges.to new or complex challenges.



students are expected, on weekly-basis, to write a blog entry reflecting on their learning of the weekly
topic. Distance students will also take responsibility for leading, encouraging and moderating online
discussion over one full week, on the weekly unit topic and/or case study. They will produce an opinion
essay as the final assignment for the course.
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Assessment

Further guidance available via the course Moodle site.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Weekly Blog 30% due each week 1,2,3,4,5

Field Assignment 20% Due mid term, exact date to
be advised

1,2,3,4,5

Group Case Study 20% Towards the end of term.
Date TBA.

1,2,3,4,5

Opinion Essay 30% Due at the end of term. Date
TBA.

1,2,3,4,5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Weekly Blog

Start date: 

Length: Generally around 300 words for each blog.

Details: Weekly short written summaries for distance and on-campus students, with short online
feedback given, for 10 weeks ~300 words per week

Additional details:

Topics for your blogs will be established each week, and will relate to your independent research.

Submission notes:Submit weekly via your Moodle site

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Field Assignment

Start date: In the first three weeks of the course

Length: 1,000 words

Details: Students will be required to submit a 1,000 word report based on a field assignement

Submission notes:Your proposal for your field work will be one of your blogs. The final report will be
submitted via your Moodle site

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Information about resources will be via the course Moodle site. Readings will be listed and made
available through the LEGANTO system.

Recommended Resources

Information about resources will be via the course Moodle site. Readings will be listed and made
available through the LEGANTO system. You will also be expected to conduct independent research
that leads you to other specialised sources.

Course Evaluation and Development

MyExperience will be used at the end of session to evaluate the course.

Focus groups will provide additional feedback towards the middle of the course.

Based on past student experience and resulting course development, the focus will be on approaches
that foster independent research and writing that is of a scholarly high standard; and outputs that are of
practical use in finding environmental solutions.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Barangaroo: Sydney's urban re-development challenges us to think about adaptive and participatory
environmental management in the face of pressing environmental issues – how to contain and treat
contaminated industrial sites, how to take account of cultural heritage including Indigenous heritage and
industrial history, how to engage 'publics' in environmental decision-making. Photograph by Paul Brown.
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