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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Wah Guan Lim wglim@unsw.edu.au by appointment only MB 245 9385 1681

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

In this course, you will examine the intertwined relationships between China and the Chinese diaspora
as expressed in literature and the arts. What are the tensions and convergences that define China as the
imagined homeland and the overseas diasporic communities? In tracing the socio-historical trajectories
that developed uniquely in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Malaysia, you will gain an understanding
of how these accounted for competing senses of national, cultural and political identification and
affiliation across the Chinese-speaking world. That authors and auteurs that you will discuss, include
Li Yungping, Hugh Lee Kuo-hsiu, Kuo Pao Kun, Chan Koon-chung, Hou Hsiao-hsien, Ann Hui and Tsai
Ming-liang, among others.  

The course is mainly taught in Chinese. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Compare different literary and artistic traditions that have developed independently in various
locales across the Chinese-speaking world. 

2. Construct a critical framework to thoughtfully discuss the issue of China(s) and Chineseness.
3. Identify the differences in genres (fiction, drama, cinema) and nuanced variations (linguistic,

socio-historical, political) in artistic productions.
4. Respond respectfully (written and verbal) in productive academic discussion. 

Teaching Strategies 

Class delivery will include face-to-face and online activities. You will engage in close reading and viewing
of select works of fiction, drama and cinema to examine issues of representation and representability,
identity and cultural politics, longing and belonging, across the Chinese-speaking world. These key texts
will be selected with an eye toward the complex relationships between these diasporic sites and
mainland China. On top of these primary sources, discussion in each week will be supplemented by
secondary texts that discuss cultural theory, politics of language and identity that have been gaining
increasing importance in academic discourse of late. 
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Assessment

The use of electronic devices (laptops, mobile phones, i-pads, pagers, etc.) is prohibited in class.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Moodle Discussion 40%

Weight Student Learning



characters in the film we are reading, and begin a discussion from the character’s point of the view they
are adopting etc.

Each student is required to submit 4 Moodle Posts and act as a Discussion Leader at least once.  You
may not submit a Moodle Post on the week you are acting as Discussion Leader.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Essay Preparation

Details:

Provide a 500-word essay outline and bibliography with no less than 10 items, including at least 3 books
on your essay topic.?Individual written feedback provided before final essay. 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Essay

Details:

Write a research essay on a chosen topic of approximately 2,000 words.? Individual feedback provided.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Attendance of seminars is mandatory in this course.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each
class.  Turning up to class more than 5 minutes late is considered an unexcused absence.  Unexcused
absence from more than 10% of seminars will result in the award a fail grade.  Because this is
a seminar, you are expected to actively engage with core course content, participate in class
discussion by listening attentively and responding respectfully to your classmates.  These will enable
you to attain:

1. Compare different literary and artistic traditions that have developed independently in various
locales across the Chinese-speaking world. 

2. Construct a critical framework to thoughtfully discuss the issue of China(s) and Chineseness.
3. Identify the differences in genres (fiction, drama, cinema) and nuanced variations (linguistic,

socio-historical, political) in artistic productions.
4. Respond respectfully (written and verbal) in productive academic discussion.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Seminar Course Introduction

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Seminar Remembering and Forgetting

Fiction: Liu Xinwu 劉心武. “The Class Counsellor”
班主任 (1977)

Fiction: Lu Xinhua 盧新華. “Scar” 傷痕 (1978)

Play: Sha Yexin 沙葉新, Li Shoucheng 李守成 and
Yao Mingde 姚明德. “What if I Really Were?”
假如我是真的 (1979)

Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Seminar Historical Amnesia 

Play: Gao Xingjian 高行健. “The Bus-Stop” 車站
(1983)

Film: In the Heat of the Sun

Seminar⁅吠儊〮㔷ㄶ㔮㠰〰‸ 㔀

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3462.html


Film: Good Men, Good Women 好男好女 (dir. Hou
Hsiao-hsien 侯孝賢, 1995)

Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Seminar Societal (Dis)Order

Play: Kuo Pao Kun 郭寶崑. “The Coffin is Too Big
for the Hole” 棺材太大洞太小 (1984)

Play: Kuo Pao Kun 郭寶崑. “No Parking on Odd
Days” 單日不可泊車 (1986)

Film: A Brighter Summer Day 牯嶺街少年殺人事件
(dir. Edward Yang 楊德昌, 1991)

 

Essay Preparation (10%) due at the end of the
week, Friday 19 March 2021, 5PM

Week 6: 22 March - 26
March

Reading Mandatory Flexi Week - No class

Week 7: 29 March - 2
April

Seminar Identity

Play: Gao Xingjian 高行健. “The Other Shore” 彼岸
(1986)

Film: Song of the Exile 客途秋恨 (dir. Ann Hui
許鞍華, 1990)

Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Seminar Displacement

Film: Vive L’Amour 愛情萬歲 (dir. Tsai Ming-liang
蔡明亮, 1994)

Play: Kuo Pao Kun 郭寶崑. “Descendants眰⸰〰〰〠則 㔵ㄮ㤵㘳ㄵ″㤹⸰㔴㘰〠洠㔵ㄮ㤵㘳ㄵ″〱⸲〴㘰㤠氠匠⸶〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮㠰〰ㄵ㜠䕔㌰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘵‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㌸㘮⁒䜊〮㠰〰ㄵ㜠䕔㌰〰汵⁅吠䉔⁁䕔੭〰〰l⁂吠鄭和的後代〰〠則‱⸰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠牧ੱ‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠ㄷㄮ㘷㠸㐳″㠶⸹㤰㘰〠呤⁛⠀匀攀洀椀渀愀爩崠告⁅吠儊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰朊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰⸰〰〰〠呦㈸㡲朊䈠樠嬰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〹䉔‰⁔爲〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〱ㄱ㤶㠵‵〱⸷㤰㔹〠呤⁛⠀䴀愀爀挀栩崠告⁅吠儊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰朊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〲㜴⸵ਰ⸱〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‱㜱⸶㜸㠴㌠㐸㔮㘴〵㤱⁔搠嬨Seminar⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰朊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〰〰〰⁒䜊〮㈸㡲朊䈠樠嬰‰⸰〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘵‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠牧ੱ‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧‵‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰㤰㘰〠呤⁛⠀䐀椀猀瀀氀愀挀攀洀攀渀琩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠吲㠸牧ੂ⁛〠〮〰〰〰朠偔爠〮獱‰⸰慂吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〠呤⁛⠀匀攀洀椀渀愀爩崠告⁅吠儊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠牧ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰ㄱ⸰〰〰〠吲㘰⸸ੂ‱㈰〰〰‰⸰〰挠牧ੱ‰⸰㨰〰〰䕔ਰ⺉羉缠⽆㔠ㄱ䄰⸰〰〰〠〰〰 䱔ਰ欰朠䵅吠䈹㘸㔠㔰ㄮ㜹〵㤰⁔搠嬨March⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠牧ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰ㄱ⸰〰〰〠吲㐷〠〮㘱焠〮〰ぐ콢ᆐᥪ⍶葎P獛倰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㘵㔮㐴〵㜶⁔搠嬨Play: Kuo Pao Kun 郭寶崑. “No Parking on Odd⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔㈱㤮㔊〮ㄵ〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔″㈶⸱㈲〰〠㌵㤮㐹〶〳⁔搠嬨Vive L’Amour⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰㈱㤮㔊〮ㄵ〰〰〠〰〰〠牧‰〰つ〰⁒䜊〮〰〠〰〰ぱ〰〰〰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰Amour

Seminar



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All required readings and viewing materials (films and/or plays) are available via Moodle.  Students are
expected to: 1) have completed the reading and viewing of all material for the week before coming to
class, and 2) bring hard copies of the reading materials to class.  Because you are not expected to
purchase any texts for this course, and since the use of all electronic devices is prohibited in class, you
must print hard copies of your readings and bring them to class for our seminar discussion.

Recommended Resources

Students might find the following online resource useful for constructing the bibliography for your
research essay:

https://u.osu.edu/mclc/bibliographies/

Course Evaluation and Development

This is a new course.  No student feedback existed in the writing of this course. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

