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ARTS3377
Advanced Topics in Political Philosophy

Term Two  //  2021
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will provide you with an in-depth engagement with selected themes in political philosophy. It
will develop your understanding of some of the fundamental social and political challenges human
societies face, how to address them philosophically, as well as key figures in this tradition. Issues that
may be addressed include: individual and collective identity, civil society, rights, the relation of the
individual to the state, power, freedom, sociality, recognitive and distributive justice, authority, the
constitution of subjectivity, among others.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain theories and arguments from political philosophy
2. Apply philosophical concepts and arguments to contemporary problems and their proposed

solutions
3. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different philosophical approaches to complex political

problems
4. Apply skills of scholarly inquiry associated with the study of philosophy
5. Communicate and debate complex ideas

Teaching Strategies 

The course is designed to develop your capacity to comprehend and independently engage in classical
and contemporary debates on key themes in political philosophy. It is structured around weekly readings,
lectures and tutorial discussions on the readings. Preparation by reading the set texts is crucial for
successful participation in the course. There will be introductory lectures that provide background
information and introduce theoretical and analytical perspectives, and subsequent lectures will explore,
with the aid of specialised weekly readings, key debates in social and political philosophy. The tutorials
will be extensive and involve in-depth discussion of the readings and related contemporary and historical
debates and approaches. You are encouraged to participate in the class actively, by presenting
questions, and trying to think of answers to the questions posed.
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Assessment
Students are permitted to use any of the major referencing systems provided all relevant information is
present.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Mid-term essay 40% 24/06/2021 04:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Final essay 60% 11/08/2021 04:00 PM 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Mid-term essay

Details:

Students will be expected to critically engage with a key text or problem. Individual written feedback will
be provided. 

Assessment 2: Final essay

Details:

Students will utilise the skills learnt in the course to analyse a key problem discussed in the course.
Individual written feedback will be provided. 
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3377.html


intergenerational justice in light of real world
examples.

Week 9: 26 July - 30 July Lecture This week will focus on the issue of whether the
scope of justice extends to non-citizens. What, if
any, duties do citizens owe non-citizens and why?

Week 10: 2 August - 6
August

Lecture This week will seek to understand the duties we
might owe to individuals seeking to migrate from
one country to another.



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Students will have access to all required readings via Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Useful additional resources will be provided during the course.

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback will be sought throughout the course in the form of direct questions and short surveys.
Feedback will be analysed on an on going basis and any relevant course alterations undertaken.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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