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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Alexander Korolev a.korolev@unsw.edu.au Tuesday

14:00-16:00
Morven Brown
114

+61 2 9385
1384

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course conceptualises and contextualises international security and peace through the lens of the
academic discipline of International Relations. The goal is to equip you with the knowledge of different
approaches, competing paradigms, and theoretical debates relevant to understanding the real-world
security issues unfolding in the contemporary international politics. The first part of the course explores
the traditional approaches to international security and examines such pivotal international issues as the
rise of China and the transformation of the global power structure, Russia’s foreign policy resurgence
and implications for the trans-Atlantic security, the spread of nuclear weapons and the North Korean
nuclear crisis, the geopolitical dynamics surrounding the South China Sea dispute, the survival of small
and middle powers amongst great power confrontation, and other issues. The second part of the course
shifts the focus to the non-traditional/human security threats in the 21st century with special emphasis on
ethnic and civil conflicts, terrorism, environmental degradation and climate change, cyber-security, and
other issues falling under the category of non-traditional security. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Recognise, compare, and apply different theoretical paradigms, approaches, and concepts to
analyse and explain various global and regional security challenges

2. Appreciate the strengths and limits of the existing theoretical frameworks in explaining key issues
in global and international security affairs

3. Analyse and appraise the international security challenges covered in the course as well as the
stakes, approaches, policies, dilemmas, and behaviour patterns of the involved players

Teaching Strategies 

As a Masters level course, POLS5130 is intended both to supplement existing knowledge and
experience and also to develop expertise in the analysis of the key issues in Australian foreign policy.
The course is based on the assumption that students have an active role to play in the learning process
and are active participants in the production of knowledge, whether they have prior knowledge or
experience of these issues or not. Thus, the course actively engages student involvement through
independent reading, class participation and the preparation and presentation of written work.

This course seeks to develop your critical analysis and communication skills and provide structured
learning so that you may apply the knowledge gained directly to present and future careers in business,
the public sector and the non-government sector. The course is designed to contribute to an inclusive
curriculum in the study of International Relations.

POLS5130 is designed as a seminar (with additional online learning activities) in order to meet the
learning outcomes identified above. A seminar can be defined as a class conducted though active
student discussions as opposed to a lecture in which the lecturer alone usually conducts the discussion.
For each seminar I will provide a brief presentation to introduce the week’s topic and main themes and to
frame the readings and discussion for that topic. The seminar discussions will provide a structured
environment in which you can explore your opinions, challenge current beliefs and develop new
conceptual tools and understandings.
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An emphasis will be placed on student-led learning and discussion, and it is expected that all students
will actively contribute to group and class discussions. You will also be expected to engage in
independent study, using the reading lists provided, and have prepared prior to each seminar by
completing the required readings and as many of the recommended readings as possible.
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Assessment

As relatively few articles are assigned each week, you are required to read all of them carefully before
coming to class. Active and informed discussions are vital to the life of the course. Every student is
expected to actively contribute to the scholarly exchange throughout the course. Regular contributions
will help you to succeed in the seminar and will enhance the learning experience of all participants
(including mine).

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Class Facilitation 20% Not Applicable 2

Short Essay 20% 22/03/2019 11:00 PM 1

Final Essay 60% 06/05/2019 11:00 PM 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Class Facilitation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: 15-20 min class facilitation based on assigned readings in groups of 3 or 4 students.All students
will receive the same mark. You will recieve written feedback within 10 working days of your facilitation.

Additional details:

This assessment requires you to serve as “chief discussants” of the readings in the seminar at least
once during the course. Depending on the size of the class, each week one to four students will work as
a team and lead off the discussion. The presenters must make a 15-20 min presentation of the week’s
readings and facilitate discussion. Rather than simply summarizing the readings under question
(presumably all will have read it), the discussion facilitators should critically engage with the material and
tease out specific questions or problems that appear worthy of attention. All students in a group
delegated with the responsibility to lead the discussion will receive the same mark.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Short Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: 1500 word essay based on course readings.You will recieve written feedback within 10 working
days.

Additional details:

You are required to prepare a short essay – a “reaction piece” – of 1500 words, which should present
your response to, and critique of, the major arguments from a week’s readings. You can select the week
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of your interest to reflect on, but your selection should be different from the week of your class facilitation
(Assignment 1). This essay is due on March 22. You will receive written feedback within 10 working



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/POLS5130.html


Is peaceful power transition between the United
States and China possible or is the world sliding
into the Thucydides trap? What are the implications
of China’s continuous rise to the world peace?

Week 4: 11 March - 17
March

Seminar Russia’s Foreign Policy Resurgence and
International Security (Mar. 12)

Who, if anyone, is to blame for the deterioration of
Russia-West relations – Russia, the West, or both?
What are the driving forces behind and the
implications of Russia’s growing resurgence?

Week 5: 18 March - 24
March

Seminar The Spread of Nuclear Weapons and the North
Korean Nuclear Crisis (Mar. 19)

Why do states what to obtain nuclear weapons?
What are the ramifications of nuclear proliferation?
Are new nuclear weapons states likely to use their
arsenals in crises or by accident or is the power of
nuclear deterrence so strong that peace will prevail
despite fears to the contrary?

Week 6: 25 March - 31
March

Seminar Small States Amidst Great Power Competition
and the South China Sea Dispute (Mar. 26)



climate change on international relations and
security?

Week 9: 15 April - 21
April

Seminar Civil Conflict, Religious Extremism, and
Terrorism (Apr. 16)

How much do we understand terrorism? What is its
nature and how to conceptualize it? Has the
essence of terrorism changed over the last
decades, and how to locate terrorism in the context
of international security and peace? What causes
civil conflict? Are the causes primarily
demographic, geographical, resource-related, or
economic? What role do identity and state capacity
play – are they cause or effect? What are the
implications for international security and peace?

Week 10: 22 April - 28
April

Seminar Cyber Security and International Relations (Oct.
23)

What is cyber security? Is cyber war between
states going to happen? How to conceptualize
cyber threats and what are the implications for
international peace and security?   



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All relevant course information and required readings are available on the Moodle site for this course.
Please regularly check for updates, announcements, and other relevant course-related information on
Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Information about additional readings and resources is also made available on the Moodle site for this
course.

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback, both formal and informal, is welcome and valued, and will be considered seriously for
the continued improvement of this course. Students will be asked to give formal feedback towards the
end of the semester through UNSW’s MyExperience survey process. Students are also strongly
encouraged to give feedback (formal or informal) on learning and teaching activities throughout the
course.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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