
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f S
oc

ia
l S

ci
en

ce
s 

 //
  U

N
SW

  A
rts

 a
nd

 S
oc

ia
l S

ci
en

ce
s

SRAP5021
Policy, Advocacy and Activism in the Digital Age

Term One  //  2020

SRAP5021 Term 1, 2020 published at 13-01-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
1



Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
David Coombs david.coombs@unsw.edu.au by appointment Morven Brown,

112, 209, or
221

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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There is no group component to this assignment. This is an individual assignment

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 17 February - 21
February

Seminar What is advocacy? What is activism? What is e-
activism?

How do advocacy and activism influence policy
change? How do we distinguish between digital
advocacy and other forms of influence such as
lobbying? How is it linked to community
organising? 

Online Activity Complete a digital skills inventory to assess your
own digital skills. 

Week 2: 24 February - 28
February

Seminar The policy process, framing the issue, setting
the agenda and campaign goals

Colebatch’s conceptual framework of the policy
process is introduced. The concept of 'issue
framing' is also explained in relation to how
problems make it onto the policy agenda. The
influence of the media in this process is also
examined. 

Week 3: 2 March - 6
March

Seminar Guest lecture

 
Online Activity e-advocacy tools

Examination of e-advocacy tools and their
application.

Week 4: 9 March - 13
March

Seminar Stakeholders, interest groups,
insiders/outsiders, and networks

Analysis of different actors and their roles both in
relation to the advocacy campaign and the policy
process. Identify stakeholders with the power to
help or hinder the campaign. 

Week 5: 16 March - 20
March

Seminar Telling the story and making the news

Crafting the story to gain control of the agenda.
Analysis of dominant stories in your chosen
campaign space and crafting your story.
Consideration of online vs offline campaign
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strategies and tactics.
Week 6: 23 March - 27
March

Seminar Use of evidence

Using and presenting evidence for policy change.
Evaluating social media as a source of evidence. 

Week 7: 30 March - 3
April

Seminar Activism, cyberactivism, slactivism, and
clicktivism; awareness, mobilization and
reaction

How effective is digital advocacy and activism
compared to offline strategies? How do we mobilize
supporters?

Week 8: 6 April - 10 April Seminar Transnational Advocacy

A critical examination of transnational advocacy
and how local actors can be disempowered and
outcomes compromised from outside.

Week 9: 13 April - 17
April

Seminar Black Lives Matter / Indigenous Deaths in
Custody

Exploration of the intersections between protest
movements against police violence in the US and
Australia.

Week 10: 20 April - 24
April

Seminar Saul Alinksy’s Rules for Radicals







Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

Paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing and time management
Appropriate use of and attribution for a range of materials including text, images, formulae and
concepts.

Individual assistance is available on request from The Learning Centre (http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/).
Students are also reminded that careful time management is an important part of study and one of the
identified causes of plagiarism is poor time management. Students should allow sufficient time for
research, drafting and proper referencing of sources in preparing all assessment items.

UNSW Library also has the ELISE tool available to assist you with your study at UNSW. ELISE is
designed to introduce new students to studying at UNSW but it can also be a great refresher during your
study.

Completing the ELISE tutorial and quiz will enable you to:

analyse topics, plan responses and organise research for academic writing and other
assessment tasks
effectively and efficiently find appropriate information sources and evaluate relevance to your
needs
use and manage information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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