
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f S
oc

ia
l S

ci
en

ce
s 

 //
  U

N
SW

  A
rts

 a
nd

 S
oc

ia
l S

ci
en

ce
s

CRIM2034
Crime, Politics and the Media

Term Two  //  2020

CRIM2034 Term 2, 2020 published at 13-05-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
1



Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Alyce McGovern a.mcgovern@unsw.edu.au By appointment

(email to arrange
online meeting)

Room 148
Morven Brown
Building

9385 8472

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807

CRIM2034 Term 2, 2020 published at 13-05-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
2



Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Criminology

Crime and justice issues dominate politics, the media and popular culture. This course looks critically at
the development and nature of 'law and order politics' and the media's fascination with crime, both of
which govern popular understandings of crime risks and threats, and appropriate policy responses to
them. We consider how and why crime and justice have become such a source of fascination and a
policy area on which elections can be won, with reference to numerous examples from contemporary
politics, news media and popular culture. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Describe and interpret theoretical understandings of media and crime    
2. Critically evaluate the relationships between law and order politics, crime and the media    
3. Analyse the relationship(s) between the media and criminal justice institutions    
4. Analyse the construction and portrayal of crime in news and entertainment media    

Teaching Strategies 

This course promotes a philosophy of student-centred, student-led learning and lecture and tutorial
activities throughout are designed to encourage the development of a strong and positive learning
community in which all students can maximise their own potential. Overall, the course uses what are
known as ‘blended learning’ techniques (a mix of face-to-face discussion and activities in groups of
different sizes supported by a range of online resources and activities) and a range of assessment
practices in order to ensure that every student, irrespective of their own learning style, can access the
course material readily and in a productive manner.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Quiz 20% 21/06/2020 11:59 PM 1,2

Research Essay 50% 15/07/2020 11:59 PM 1,2,3

Crime and Media Journal 30% 05/08/2020 11:59 PM 2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Quiz

Start date: 15/06/2020 11:59 PM

Length: 20 questions; 40 minutes

Details:

Multiple choice quiz covering material from the web lectures and required readings for Weeks 1-3. The
quiz will consist of 20 questions and you will be given 40 minutes to complete the quiz on Moodle. At the
end of the quiz you will receive a numerical grade and correct answers will be provided to students once
all students have completed the quiz. 

Additional details:

Drawing on content covered in the web lectures and required readings from the first three weeks of the
course - that is, 'Understanding the Crime-Politics-Media Relationship', 'Theorising Crime and the
Media', and 'The Politics of Law and Order' - you will complete a multiple choice quiz on Moodle. The
quiz will consist of 20 multiple choice questions and you will be given 40 minutes to complete the quiz.
The quiz will be available on Moodle for a one-week period. You can undertake the quiz at any time
during this period, however, you can only attempt the quiz once and this attempt must occur in one
40-minute sitting.

This assessment task will give you early feedback on your knowledge and understanding of crime and
media theories. Please ensure you are on a stable Internet connection when you attempt this quiz, as we
cannot allow re-sits for technology failures.

Submission notes:This quiz will be completed on the course Moodle site

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Research Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2500 words
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Details:

This assignment provides an opportunity to continue your critical thinking about relationship between
crime and the media through an in-depth research essay. Word count = 2500 words. You will receive
written feedback and a numerical grade within 10 working days of submission. The feedback
sheet/marking rubric will be available to you at the start of the course so you can work towards specified
standards.

Additional details:

This assessment provides an opportunity to develop and articulate your critical thinking about the
relationship between crime, politics and the media through an in-depth research essay. For this
assignment you are required to select ONE research essay question from a selection of options made
available on the course Moodle site at the beginning of term.

Research essays should demonstrate that you have engaged with the themes and issues discussed in
the course (in web lectures, online seminars and readings) and that you are able to construct a
persuasive and well-evidenced argument. You should rely primarily on evidence and commentary from
published academic, criminological literature. You will be assessed on the breadth of your research, the
clarity and originality of your arguments, and the extent to which your conclusions are supported
by appropriate published sources cited in your work. References to the core text and required readings
in the course alone will not be sufficient to pass this assessment; you are expected to source supporting
literature beyond that already provide to you, so research widely. Time will be allocated in seminars to
discuss the assessment and work through your ideas.

To write a good research essay you should:

Explain in the introduction your chosen research essay question, your basic argument(s), and
how the paper will proceed step by step (the structure);
Signpost the structure throughout the paper, indicating the logical progression from paragraph to
paragraph and section to section (so linking sentences at the ends of paragraphs and sections
are important);
Provide persuasive analysis of evidence in support of your argument;
Ground your argument in the theoretical debates of the discipline.

A detailed marking rubric will also be made available via the course Moodle site.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin s⸸〸㘵び摶　攀‵m5㤮〰〠〴搸㌶〠㈹ㄮ㘶〹㠷㈮ㄮ〰〵㜱‰搵攀搀 洀愹〱㠳‷挀 ing rubric will also be made available via the course Moodle site.

A detailed marking rubric will also be made available via the course Moodle site.A detailed marking rubric will also be made available via the course Moodle site.



for assessment, along with a 300 word personal statement on what you have learnt from the course and
how it has impacted your consumption of crime-related media. Feedback will be provided on journal
entries at various points throughout the term. For your final submission (3 x approx. 300 word crime and
media journal entries + 300 word personal statement) you will receive written feedback and a numerical
grade within 10 working days of submission. The feedback sheet/marking rubric will be available to you
at the start of the course so you can work towards specified standards.

Submission notes:Weekly journal entries should be completed via the Moodle link, however, your final
submission of your three best journal entries + personal statement must be submitted via Turnitin in a
word document

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

For each topic there are a number of required readings that you need to complete (see Moodle for
details of your weekly readings). Readings will be available either in your core textbook for the course







Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

Paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing and time management



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

