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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email





Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Honours Research Thesis 100% 16/10/2020 11:00 PM 1,2,3,4,5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Honours Research Thesis

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 10,000 to 12,000

Details:

Students are required to undertake a 10,000 -12,000-word research project in an area of their interest,
related to social work or health/welfare practice. Students will work on this project in Term 2 and part of
Term 3.

Students will be allocated an academic supervisor who has expertise in the student's research area
and/or chosen methodology.

The thesis mark comprises 100% of the mark for SOCW4015.

Students will be provided with ongoing feedback on their research project by their allocated supervisor.
In addition, students will receive feedback from the convener of SOCW4015 during seminars. Each
thesis will be marked by two independent examiners. Students will receive a numerical grade and written
feedback from the examiners.

 

Additional details:

The following options can be considered in relation to methodology:

1. Empirical enquiry : Given the timeframe available for the production of the thesis and the word
limit, it will require adequate time to secure the required ethics approval for an original empirical
research inquiry, unless the student is planning to analyze an existing data set to address their
research question and a variation in an existing ethics approval is possible or the data set is
publicly available. Empirical research however is to be considered carefully with due
consideration of timeline to submission, and in consultation with your supervisor.

1. Conceptual research exploring or further developing the relationship between concepts or theory
that explains or describes the phenomenon being studied and addressing a specific research
question.  A conceptual project is related to an abstract idea(s) or theory. It is generally used to
develop new concepts or to reinterpret existing ones in relation to an area of inquiry or research
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question.

1. A Scoping Review or the more detailed process of a Rapid Evidence Assessment (REA).  A
scoping review can be used to determine the range of studies that are available on a specific
topic.  This ‘map’ of the existing literature is undertaken with limited resources - particularly time.
REAs provide a balanced assessment of what is already known about a policy or practice issue,
by using systematic review methods to search and critically appraise existing research. They aim
to be rigorous and explicit in method, and thus systematic, but make concessions to the breadth
or depth of the process by limiting particular aspects of the systematic review process.

Submission of Thesis

Due date: 16th October 2020 by 11.59pm. Students must submit an electronic version in Word format
to the Course Convenor at e,fernandez@unsw.edu.au
Submission of hard copies
In addition, students are required to submit 2 hard copies in person or by post to Elizabeth Fernandez,
(Room 152, Level 1 Morven Brown Building) on 19th October between 11am – 4pm.

Format of the thesis
Details of the format of the thesis will be available on the Moodle page and will be discussed in
seminars.

Late penalties



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2020/SOCW4015.html
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 Sarantakos, S. (2005). Social research (3rd ed.). London: Macmillan.

 

 Walker, M. (2013)  Social research methods. : Oxford University Press ANZ

 

Walter, M. (Ed.) (2006). Social research methods: an Australian perspective. South Melbourne: Oxford

 

Yin, R.K. (2009) Case study research: Design and methods. (4th ed.) Sage Publications, London UK.

 

Yin, R.K. (2012) Application of case study research. Sage Publications, London, UK.

 

Relevant Journals

 

Australian Social Work     

British Journal of Social Work

Child and Family Social Work

Children and Youth Services Review

International Journal of Social Welfare

International Social Work

Journal of Child and Family Studies

Journal of Social Work Education

Journal of Social Service Research

Qualitative Inquiry

Research on Social Work Practice

Social Work

Social Work Research
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle

SOCW4015 Term 2, 2020 published at 10-05-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
12



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

http://www.tcpdf.org
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