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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Cindy Harmon-
Jones

c.harmon-jones@unsw.edu.au by appointment remote

Tutors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Elizabeth
Summerell

e.summerell@unsw.edu.au

Sylvia Harmon-
Jones
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Social Research and Policy

The ability to conduct high quality quantitative research is a valuable skill for social scientists and applied
social researchers. This course offers you a detailed introduction to quantitative research methods and
data analysis. The first part of the course elaborates on major themes in research design (e.g.,



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Research Report 40% 06/08/2020 11:00 PM 1,3,4,5

Statistics take-home tests 60% 2,4,5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Research Report

Start date: 

Details:

This assessment consists of a research report that includes a literature review, method description,
results presentation and description, discussion and conclusion based on the course research topic and
data collected during the semester. 

2,500 words.This is the final assessment for attendance purposes.

Students will receive written feedback and a numerical grade within two weeks of submission through
the University's Learning Management System (LMS). The feedback sheet/rubric will be available to
students at the start of the course so that they can work towards specified standards.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Statistics take-home tests

Start date: 

Details:

This assessment will consistent of four take-home tests. Each one will require students to submit IBM
SPSS Statistics (Statistical Software) output plus 150 words on their interpretation of what the
output means.

Students will receive written feedback and a numerical grade within two weeks of submission through
the University's Learning Management System (LMS). The feedback sheet/rubric will be available to
students at the start of the course so that they can work towards specified standards.

Additional details:
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See the weekly schedule for the due dates of the 4 take home tests.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 0: 25 May - 29
May
Week 1: 1 June - 5 June Lecture - What is quantitative research?

- Measuring social concepts

Reading: Chapter 1
Tutorial - Introduction to SPSS

- Survey for Course Project
Week 2: 8 June - 12
June

Lecture - Sampling

- Graphical display of data

- Readings: Chapters 2 and 3
Tutorial - Obtaining frequency tables and graphs

Week 3: 15 June - 19
June

Lecture - Descriptive statistics

- Reading: Chapter 4
Tutorial - Descriptive statistics in SPSS

Week 4: 22 June - 26
June

Lecture - Probability and hypothesis testing

- Reading: Chapter 10
Tutorial - Data preparation and cleaning
Assessment Take home test #1: Descriptive statistics due Friday

24 June, 11pm
Week 5: 29 June - 3 July Lecture - Correlation

- Reading: Chapter 8
Tutorial - Conducting correlations in SPSS

Week 6: 6 July - 10 July - Flexibility week, no lecture or tutorials
Week 7: 13 July - 17 July Lecture - Chi-square

- Reading: Chapter 9
Tutorial - Conducting chi-square in SPSS
Assessment Take home test #2: Correlation due Friday 15 July

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2020/SOSS3001.html


Week 8: 20 July - 24 July Lecture - Student's t test

- Reading: Chapter 5
Tutorial - Conducting t test in SPSS
Assessment Take home test #3: Chi square due Friday 22 July

11pm
Week 9: 27 July - 31 July Lecture - Analysis of variance (ANOVA)

- Reading Chapter 6
Tutorial - Conducting ANOVA in SPSS
Assessment Take home test #4: t test due Friday 29 July 11pm

Week 10: 3 August - 7
August

Lecture - Paired t test

- Interpreting and presenting results

- Reading: Chapter 7
Tutorial - Conducing paired t test

- APA format
Assessment - Research Report: Final project due Thursday

6 August 11pm
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Knapp, H. (2017). Introductory Statistics Using SPSS (2nd Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Recommended Resources

The following two books are bestselling "classics" that are highly recommended for any students who
want more background infromation or examples on the statistical techniques we will be learning. They
both have multiple editions and you can often find used copies of previous editions that are reasonably
priced.

Any Edition (up to the 6th Edition now) of Julie Pallant's SPSS Survival Manual: Pallant, J. (2016). SPSS
Survival Manual. McGraw-Hill Education (UK).

https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/books/academic-professional/research-methods/SPSSSurvival-
Manual-Julie-Pallant-9781760291952

Any Edition (up to 5th Edition now) of Andy Field's Discovering Statistics Using SPSS: Field, A. (2017).
Discovering Statistics Using IBM SPSS Statistics. Sage (UK).

https://www.discoveringstatistics.com/

Course Evaluation and Development
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many





Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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