
The Univer
side of the equation, as long as you perform the same operation
on the other side at the same time. For example, to solve 2x+3 =
4x−5 you could subtract 4x from both sides to get −2x+3 = −5,
then subtract 3 from both sides to get −2x = −8, then divide both
sides by −2 to arrive at the solution x = 4.

Don’t use fake “rules” suggested by false analogies. Addi-
tion, subtraction, multiplication and division are all different and
they obey different rules. For example, just because

x(y + z) = xy + xz

does not mean that
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=

x
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You surely know that you must never divide by zero. But
even more than this, don’t ever divide by anything, or cancel
anything, that could possibly be zero. For example, suppose you




