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4. Aims of the Course 
This course deals with transdisciplinary issues pertinent to the understanding and treatment of drug addiction. 
Topics include: historic origins of drugs; manufacture, global distribution and black market economics; 
epidemiology of population uptake; biomedical harms; neuropharmacological actions; effects on learning, 
motivation, cognition and behaviour; psychiatric comorbidity; individual differences in vulnerability; brain 
mechanisms of reward and impaired cognitive control; treatment by behavioural interventions and 
pharmacotherapy; prevention by education; prohibition by criminal justice; and the role of scientific evidence 
in government policy. The course will provide a broad understanding of drug use and the systems in place to 
counteract it. The course is taught entirely online using the e-learning Moodle site 
[https://student.unsw.edu.au/moodle]. 

 

5. Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course you will be able to: 

1.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/moodle


https://student.unsw.edu.au/moodle
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10. Assessment 

Assessment Task Weight 
Date of Feedback 

Release Submission Who When How 

A self-assessed (non-assessed) 20 question multiple choice questionnaire (MCQ) test. 0% 18/08/2014 -  Immediate Moodle 

Research skills 4% 25/08/2014 3/09/2014  Immediate Moodle 

Research article multiple choice questions 1 5% 
22/09/2014 

9 a.m. 
22/09/2014 

7 p.m. 
 Immediate Moodle 

Research article multiple choice questions 2 5% 
10/10/2014 

9 a.m. 
10/10/2014 

7p.m. 
 Immediate Moodle 

Forum participation 6%  31/10/2014 Panayi 21/11/2014 Moodle 

1000 word essay submitted to Turnitin 40% 1/09/2014 20/10/2014 Panayi 21/11/2014 Moodle 

Final Exam ς 80 MCQ exam 40% Exam Period TBA     

The course will cover topics listed in the summary above. In each week of the semester, two new lectures will become available for viewing in Moodle, to which students 
must attend. In addition to this, students are required to discuss the course material on the Moodle forums. 

The following components will assess ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ of the course material: 

1) A self-assessed (non-assessed) 20 question multiple choice questionnaire (MCQ) test be made available on Moodle on 18/08/2014. This will contain 20 multiple choice questions 

covering lecture content from weeks 1, 2, 3 & 4, the test will be 15 minutes long (45 seconds per question). This test will a

https://student.unsw.edu.au/calendar


 

5) Forum participation: students will be assigned to a discussion group at the start of the course (any students enrolling late in the course should contact the course coordinator immediately to be placed 
into a discussion group; email: m.panayi@unsw.edu.au ). Each week a discussion topic will be posted to the forum and students are expected to discuss these questions in light of the lecture material that 
has been released up until that point. To assess ŦƻǊǳƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ о ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨōŜǎǘΩ ŦƻǊǳƳ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 9ŀch of the 3 forum posts need to 
be from posts in separate weeks relating to separate discussion questions. The forum posts must have been posted within the week that the forum question was posted i.e. a post to a question from 
week 5 cannot be submitted if the post was made in week 6. The week will be considered from Monday to Sunday, so forum posts on the weekend are viable. Note that this means that students must be 
engaging with the material and posting responses each week, leaving all your posts to the last week will not be accepted. Each post will be assessed and will be worth 2% of the course mark for a 
maximum of 6%. Quality of posts will be judged on the clarity and strength of the arguments presented. A good quality post can involve raising an important question, or it can be answering someone 

ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΦ Submission is due on Friday of week 13 (31/10/2014). 

6) The 1000 word essay question will be made available on Monday (1/09/2014) and will be worth 40% of the total course mark. The essay is due on Monday of Week 12 (20/10/2014) by 5 p.m. and must 

be submitted to the Turnitin link provided on the Moodle course webpage. A brief researching and writing skills workshop will be made available on Moodle during week 5 to provide further help to 
students on how to approach this essay. 

7) The Final Exam will contain 80 MCQ taken from all the topics in the course and will be worth 40% of the total course mark. The exam will be conducted during the official exam period for the semester 
(time and location TBA), and will be done on campus [i.e. NOT on Moodle]. Further details regarding the exact time and location of the exam will be released as they become available. 
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11. Expected Resources for Students 
TEXTBOOKS No set text  
COURSE MANUAL 

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
https://mail.unsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=yKdV9pSoDUyNg6zZ9O-DVYZ_LxkfeNEIHwDYCvWGYJT_SPVNzS9LdpTqeMzkLeMepNtVRl84KSg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsubjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au%2felise


whether you have copied something from another student, resource, or off the Internet. Sometimes 
students submit their work into Turnitin when they hand it in, but academics can also use it to check a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƻut more about Turnitin here: 
http://telt.unsw.edu.au/turnitin. 

What if plagiarism is found in my work? 

If plagiarism is found in your work when you are in first year, your lecturer will offer you assistance to improve 
your academic skills. They may ask you to look at some online resources, attend the Learning Centre, or 
sometimes resubmit your work with the problem fixed. However more serious instances in first year, such as 
ǎǘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ paying someone to do your work, may be investigated under the Student 
Misconduct Procedures. 

Repeated plagiarism (even in first year), plagiarism after first year, or serious instances, may also be 
investigated under the Student Misconduct Procedures. The penalties under the procedures can include a 
reduction in marks, failing a course or for the most serious matters (like plagiarism in a honours thesis) even 
suspension from the university. The Student Misconduct Procedures are available here 

www.unsw.edu.au/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf 

Examples of plagiarism 

Using the internet appropriately 

A first year student handed in an assignment where she had copied from a website. Her lecturer realised she 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΦ 
The lecturer explained how to reference and sent her to a workshop at the Learning Centre to help her 
improve her skills. 

Working together on a math assignment 

A group of Mathematics students worked together on an assignment when they had been told this was not 

http://telt.unsw.edu.au/turnitin
http://www.unsw.edu.au/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
mailto:learningcentre@unsw.edu.au
mailto:cofalearningcentre@unsw.edu.au


Phone: 9385 0739 

 

14. Administrative Matters 

The School of Psychology Student Guide, available on 
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/page_file_attachment/Psychology%20Student%20Guide%202014
_0.pdf   contains School policies and procedures relevant for all students enrolled in undergraduate or Masters 
psychology courses, such as: 

 Attendance requirements; 

 Assignment submissions and returns; 

 Assessments; 

 Special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure; 

 Student Code of Conduct; 

 Student complaints and grievances; 

 Student Equity and Disability Unit; and 

 Occupational Health & Safety. 

Students should familiarise themselves with the information contained in this Guide. 

 

http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/page_file_attachment/Psychology%20Student%20Guide%202014_0.pdf
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/page_file_attachment/Psychology%20Student%20Guide%202014_0.pdf

